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| Appointed to draw up Anſwers to them. 
Pr 


From the Sentence of the Reve- 
rend Commiſſion of the General 


Aſſembly on March 11th 1752 
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ANSWERS 


REASONS of DISSENT, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HH E Committee appointed to anſwer the g 
Reaſons of Diſſent, from the Judgment of 

the Commiſſion in March laſt, relating to | the 
Settlement of the Pariſh of Inverkeithing, cannot 


but remark in the Entry, and they remark it with 
Concern, That the Diſſenters have ſo unhapplly 


degenerated from the mild Spirit, and cautious . 


Meaſures, of ſome of the wiſeſt of our Prede- 
ceſſors. Who does not know, that theſe Reve- 
rend Fathers carefully avoided bringing ſuch Caſes 
upon the Field, as that which the Diſſenters blame 
the Commiſſion for ſending off in the leaſt hurtfyl 
Manner. 
And, what is it they complain of? It can be 
nothing but this, That the Commiſſion treated 
their Brethren of the Presbytery of Dunfermline 


with more Lenity, and uſed greater Forbearance 


towards them in their ſtraitning Circumſtances, 


than was agreeable to the Mind of the Diſſenters. 


But, however loud the Cry that has been raiſed 
upon this Occaſion, we have the Pleaſure to ob- 
ſerve, That after near Six Weeks indulged to the 
Diſſenters, to find the Reaſons of their Diſſent, 
they have not been ahle to bring out ſo much as 
one that touches the Point in Hand. 


„„ 
We are far from intending to 88 the Gen- 
We know moſt. of them too 
well for that: And we dare ſay, there is no one 
of theſe, but, as an Individual, under the Con- 


3 tlemen's Abilities : 


duct of his own Underſtanding, and without the 
Advantages of Society, could have made a much 


better Performance in five or ſix Hours, if he had 
. choſen a better Subject to work upon: but there 
are ſome Subjects that will cramp the ſtrongeſt 
Abilities, and depreſs the brighteſt Genius. 

5 Who, before the Diſſenters, ever contended, 


that the mild Exerciſe of acknowledged Authority, 
in a particular Caſe, is deſtructive of all Govern- 


| ment, Civil and Eccleſfiaſtick ? No wonder, then Pg 


if after all nothing hath appeared under the Name 
of Reaſons of Diſſent, but a Paper. wholly made 
up, either of looſe and unguarded Propoſitions; or 
of ſuch general Principles as Nobody denies, quite 
miſapplied in the preſent Argument: which will 


. manifeſtly appear from the following Anſwers, tho 


unavoidably hurried by the Shortneſs of the 'Time, 
which the Diſſenters, and the Venerable Aſſembly, 
have thought fit to allow us, 


EpixzV IcH, May 16. 


1752. 
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E miſt 9 wich mung the Caſs, as it 


REASON Ns of DISSENT, Se. 
V Ys appeared before the Reverend Commiſ- 
ſſion; as that was, certainly, the Founda- 


don of their Sentence: And this we hope to ſtate 
in ſuch a Manner; as Nobody ſhall be able to con- 
tradict us in Matters of Fact; or, if any do, we 
ſhall be able to make them good. | 

The Reverend "HTS ng in | November; had 

appointed the Presbytery of Dunfermline to admit 
M. Richardſon Miniſter at Jnverbeitbing; on the 
3d Vednefday of January laſt; and the oderatot 
of the ſaid Presbyrery to preach the Sermon, and 
9⁰ through the uſual ſolemn Forms on ſuch Occa- 
lions. + This Appointment, it was found, they had 
not obeyed't. upon which they were unanimouſly, 
or without any Oppoſition, called to the. Bar of 
the Commiſſion 1 in March; to give the Reaſons why 
they had not obeyed it: To what Purpoſe, if thefe 
Reaſons were not to come under the ſerious Conſi- 


deration of that Commiſſion; or were. to have no 
Weight with it, whatever they ſhould bs? 


Ihe Reverend Moderator, and other Membele 
of that Presbytery, with all Humility and Submiſ- 


bon, repreſented to the Commiſſion, That they 


owned,” „That the Authority of the ſupreme Court, 


once interpoſed in the Deciſion of . any, Serrle- 
wo fog 4699 ment, 


2438 


„ 


„ Licentiouſneſs, that this could not be its Com- 


ce it were the Seceders. Withal they acknowledged, 


, Spirit in them, to incur the Diſpleaſure of their 
% given Occaſion once to ſuſpect them of ſuch a 


, Presbyterian Conſtitution; and if there was an 


 & Superiors in ſuch a Light, as that they could 
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e ment, takes away the Right of Inferiors to op- 


« pole it; That it would be high Preſumption in I b 
«« them to do ſo; That the Rules of Society and , 

good Order required them, in their inferior Ca- || ,, | 
« pacity, peaceably to ſuffer it to take Effect; and Il b 
« they were ready, as Order required, to lay their . 

« Hand, upon their Mouth. Bur, allowing that, : 
« in ſome Caſes, the Orders of Superiors might be > J 
« innocently executed by thoſe who cannot ap- ,, ö 
e prove of them; Would it be faid, that they ,, 4 
« might do this in all Caſes; and that it is ablo-Y,. ©. 
« lutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Con. Il >. 
« ſtitution, to force this Rule into univerſal Prac- Ml , e 
« tice, That Inferiors muſt execute the Ap int. il ,, t 
« ments of their Superiors, in whatever Light II ? 
« they appeared to them, of Right or Wrong, of I ,, 

ce Sin or Duty? A ſeverer Eſtabliſhment than. 
« this (th Nich could not well be imagined; 
ce and the Nee Conſtitution they reckoned 
« was ſo friendly to true Liberty, while it curbed 


« plection: They knew of no Set of profeſſed Pres- 
ce byterians, who were of ſuch high Principles, unleſs 


c jt would be an unaccountable- Perverſeneſs of 


23 " riors, by fitting their Orders, without Ne- 
« ceſſity. But what Conduct of theirs had ever 


et ſtrange Caſt of Mind? They appealed to all who 
© knew them, if they were not good Friends to the 


« Wildneſs in their Character, from which the Peace 
* of the Church was in any Danger: They heartily 
* wiſhed they could view all the Deciſions of their 


£ bell « 


EE OE a 
1 be themſelves the active Executors of their Ap- 
a pointments. They had not haſtily taken up the 
I e pralard hd: 
1 te hut thought themſelves high] concerned ſeri- 
« ouſly to weigh the Matter: They had done it; 
; « ſo that if their Jud ent was wrong, their In- 
©} « dolence was not to blame for their Error. Nor 
P. did they think they wanted Courage to do what 
Y « a peared to be their Duty, whether Men be 
i pleaſed or not, mean Men or great Men: But 
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n- « after Weighing the Matter, ay might be allow- 
5 « ed ſome Capacity of judging, ſo far as concerned 


vl their own Actions, what might be the molt likely 
r* Methods of preſerving or wan: Peace, and 
* © promoting or marring the Succeſs of the Goſpel, 
d. in their own Bounds, And if they had not been 
= by perſwaded, upon deliberate Thought, that their 
d complying with the Injunction of the laſt Com- 
ed © miſſion would do more Hurt than Good, they 
« would not have ſo much as /ingred in the Exe- 
ol © cvtion of the Appointment: and in ſaying fo, 
they hoped they had the ſame 7 with other 
lll © Men of Character for common Honeſty, to be 
"IN © believed ſincere. They plainly ſaw, that the 
« moſt likely Conſequences of their having an 
active Hand in that Settlement, would be the 
marring of their Succeſs and Uſefulneſs among 
their People, for promoting thoſe great Ends of 
their Miniſtry which they had hitherta endea- 
« youred faithfully ro purfue among them; and ſo 
2 I © would turn to the Hurt of the People commit- 
« ted to therr Care in their moſt important Con- 
cerns: and likewiſe render them uncapable of 
nd“ giving ſuch Aſſiſtance to their Reverend Brother, 
be for ſtrengthning his Hands in the Work of their 
"MW « common Lord, as they might be able to do, if 
| A 2 . 
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. a - 
if o4 } 


#4 he ſhould come to be ſettled among them and. 
e ther Way: and they could not think of know. 
« ingly having an active Hand in — 


© Conſequences: Nor was it eaſy for them to fup. 
« port themſelves with this Reflection, that they 


% had acted in Obedience to their Superlors; and 


(e that it was properly the Deed of their-Supertors, 
* not theirs: they could not feel great Weight in 
4* ſuch a Diſtinction, to determine their Condud. 
They humbly ſubmitted to the ſuperior. Judica- 


„ tories, if they ſhould bear hard upon them, for 


£ following their Conſeiences in a Matter of this 
% Kind; they muſt alſo, for Conſcience Sake, take 
<< it patiently : but if their Superiors ſhould treat 
4% them with Severity; they meant no Diſreſpect in 


% 


. faying, they would miſtake their Friends, an 
% Friends of the Conſtitution, for: Foes? 
After ſuch a Defence and Plea at their Bar, 
what did the Reverend Commiſſion ?/ why, they 
are complained of, merely for not doing what the 
. Diſſenters would have had them do: “ Conſidering 


% the whole Affair, and particularly the foreſald 


„ Defences, they reſolved to inflict no Cenfure 


* upon the ſaid Presbytery upon account of their 
:  foreſaid Conduct.“ I. W 

And this is the Sentence againſt which ſuch hi- 
deous Outcries are made by the Diſſenters; as 
inconſiſtent with the Nature and finſt 3 
of Society; abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Na- 
ture and Preſervation of Eccleſiaſtical Society; 


in a particular Manner inconſiſtent with Presby- 


terian Church-government, and with the uniform 
Practice and Procedure of this Church. | 
But all this is advanced without any Shadow 
of Proof ; Moſt of What they ſay upon = 
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the great Difficulty is, to find out what they 


knowledge, that they have no Guide but their 


H SN. 


Heads conſiſts of unconnected Aſſerdons Med 
of Arguments: Their Aſſertions are ſtrongly expreſ- 
ſed indeed, but withal fo yague and general, that 


would be at. And this we hope to make appear. 
by following the Gentlemen a little thro'. theic 
looſe Harangues upon theſe” Heads. * 

I. On the firſt, They begin with a Compariſon, 
berwixr the Obligations upon Men conſidered as 
Individuals; and when afſociated together, and 
under Government. In the whole of what they ſay 
upon this Head, we cannot avoid obſerving, That 
they keep it quite out of View, that every Man, 
whether in a ſeparate or aſſociated State, is under 
the : abſolute Dominion of God his Creator, the 
Lord- of his Spirit, and the fupreme Parent of 
human Society. We ſhall not fay, that this is 
done with any Deſign. But it would ſeem that it 
has not appeared of Importance to their Argu- 
ment to mention it: but we reckon it of great Im- 
portance to our Defence, never to loſe Sight of chis, 
e that Men in every State and Capacity are under 
the Dominien of God, whoſe Authriry is Su- 

*« preme, and Namur to all other.“ It ſeems 
to be this grofs Overſight, that has occaſioned the 
Diſſenters to ſtumble in the very Fhreſhold, and ſet 
out with this crude and unguarded Aſſertion, « that 
* when Men are confidered as Individuals, they ac- 


« own Underſtanding, and no Judge but their own 
„ Conſcience.” They might have ſpared the Com- 
pliment of ſaying, they "acknowledge this; for we 
know of Nobody who wants ſuch an Acknow. 
ledgement from them. We believe, that Men 
conſidered as Individuals, have the Moral Eaw of 
God written in their Hearts, and have a Senſe of 

this 


this -awful "ha chat, 77 lei Hearts condenrth 


them, God is * than their Hearts, 
But after ſome other unaccurate Aſſertions, 


together with ſome Maxims which no og. 


| can deny; they _ 7 72 the Judgment of 


& the Legiſſative P in Society muſt ne- 
cc ceſſirily be 338 — final; and no fooner 


« is: à Regulation enacted by it, than private. 


Judgment is fo far ſuperſeded, "that even they 
« who diſapprove it are notwithſtanding bound 
« to obey it, and to put it in Execution if re- 
« quired.” Let us ſtrip Cheſs Aſſertions of Expreſs 
5 that may have ſome Ambiguity in them, or 
about which a Duſt might be raifed, (ſuch as pris 
2 a :; ppl ſo far ſuperſeded, &c.) and ſtate the 

on. in plain Terms, and fo as-it muſt be 
— to found any. hx ent againſt the Sentence 
of the Commiſſion ; it muſt run ——＋ e That 
« however every fi gle Man, when under no hu+« 


% man Government, is to exerciſe the Reaſon and 
« Underſtanding that God has given him, in at- 
1 tending to all” the Diſcoveries God has any ways 


« afforded him of his Will; and to a& in every 
„ Thing as he is firmly perſwaded God requires 
« him to do; and never do any Thing that he ap- 
“ prehends contrary to his Will: yet when he comes 
under any human Government, and the ſupreme 
Legiſlative Power in that Society commands 
ec him to do any Thing, he is blindly and impli- 
% citely to obey; he is either never to put the Que- 


„ ſtion with himſelf, whether the Thing be ſinful 
and contrary to the Will of God, or not? or if, 


« upon his beſt Enquiry: he is ever ſo much con- 
« vinced that it is ſinful, he is not to ſtop upon 


« that Conviction, bur ſtil to m_ os —— 2 
| 4 Us 


\ = 
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& Superiors.“ Unleſs the Diſſenters will fay this, 
they ſay nothing to the Purpoſe, either + wy 
demning the Conduct of the Presbytery of Dun 
fermline, or the Sentence of the Commiſſion in 
the preſent Caſe. 5 | e 
; We ſhall not now inſiſt upon it, that to aſſert 
ſuch an abſolute unlimited Authority in the ſu- 
eme Powers in every Society, and apply it ta 
cclefiaſtical Government, would be raiſing Church 
Power to as high a Pitch of Dominion, as ever He 
pretended to, whom the Canon Law calls, Dominus 
Deus noſter Papa ; but whom the Apoſtle Paul 
characterizes, as 9 17 575 and exalting himſelf 
above all that is called God, or that is worſhipped ; 
fo that he as GOD ſitteth in the Temple of GOD, 
ſhewing himſelf that be is GOD. But we muſt 
here Bibs. that ſuch Doctrine would carry the 
Matter of Obedience to the ſupreme Powers in 
Civil Society much farther, than the higheſt Patrons 
of the 587 abſolute paſſive Obedience and Non- 
reſiſtence generally do; who, at leaſt, allow Peo- 
ple this hard Choice; either actively to obey all 
Commands of the Sovereign; or paſſively to ſub- 
mit to his Will, and to whatever Puniſhments he 
may pleaſe to inflict for Diſobedience. But to af- 
ſert, that active Obedience, in al Caſes, without 
Reſerve, and without asking Queſtions, is to be 
y'd to the ſupreme Powers, even in civil Society, 

is ſcarce to be paralelled, but by ſome Expreſſions 
of ranting Writers; and an Act of the Parliament 
of Scotland, in the Reign of King Janes VII, 
Parl. 1. Seſs. 1. Act 2. where the Eſtates of Par- 
lament declare, That our Kings are inveſted 
with abſolute Authority; and that they abhor 
&« and deteſt all Principles and Poſitions, which are 
* contrary and derogatory to the King's ſacred, 
| = 1 8 a 21212555 
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cc all 
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Power over their . own 


1 * 7 * 
cc Ferch „ abhſalute Power and Authority; and 
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A, they hold themſelves obliged to aſſu re. 


10 


8 


* 1h Reſerve.” This Act, with many others 
of that Parliament, are reſcinded. in, the firſt Par- 
Lament after the late glorious Revolution. But, 
agreeably to it, the famous Dr. Parker & ſpeaks 
out plainly, and without Diſguiſe or Evaſion, what 
fome now ſeem to aim at: In Caſes and Diſ- 


putes of publick Concernment, ſays he, private 
2 Men are not properly ful Jars 4 They have no 

er ove F Actions: They are not 
*« to be directed by. their own: Judgments, or de- 
« termined by their own Wills; but by. the Com- 


% mands and Determinations of the publick Con- 
« ſcience: And if there be any Sin in the Com- 
* mand, he that impoſes it ſhall anſwer for it; not 
IJ, whoſe whole Duty it is to obey : The Com- 


t mands of Authority will warrant my Obedience; 
« My Obedience will hallozv, or at leaſt excu/? my 
% Action; and ſo ſecure me from Sin, if not from 
fror.“ 0 ä 
If the Diſſenters will not ſay as much as this; 
they ſay nothing to the Purpoſe of the preſent Ar- 
gument: For, as it is of the greateſt Importance 
here, that the Queſtion be once fairly and diſtin 
ly ſtated; we muſt obſerve, That the Queſtion i; 
not, Whether Men in Society are bound 77: many 
« Caſes to follow the Judgment of the Society?“ 


but, Whether they are bound to do fo in all Caſes 


« without 2 N ?”? nor, © Whether the Judge. 
egiſlative Power muſt be final?“ 


« ment of the 


ſo as to be reverſible only by themſelves; and tha 
they have a Power of putting it in Execution, 
8 ch 


Pref. to Dr. Bramhall's Vindication, p. 30 a 


all his Enemies that they are firmly reſolved 
« to give their entire Obedience to. his Majeſty, 


1 "ny 


22 
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tick der way do, by lying be Lee e 


ſuch as do not think it ſinful to obey them: Bur, 


„Whether it muſt be ab/olute;” ſo as it mult ne- 


ceſſarily be obeyed without Reſerve: as to which, 
we are perfectly clear to ſay in the Words of our 
Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 20. F. 2. That the 
« requiring of an implicite Faith, and an abſolute 
6 ja blind Obedience, is to deſtroy Liberty of 
« Conſcience, and Reaſon alſo.” Neither is it the 


Queſtion, “ If they who diſapprove a publick Re- 


„ gulation” (if, by diſappraving it, is meant a 


thing les, than thinking it ſinful to obey. it) “ are 
« notwithſtanding, bound to obey it; and to put it 

in Execution, if required?“ But, © Whether 
they are baund to obey, or execute it, who, on 
the moſt ſerious Deliberation, think it ſinful, 
and contrary to the Will of God, the ſupreme 
Lord of all, to obey or execute it? or if Inferiors 
are never to take that Point into their ſerious 
Conſideration; but blindly and implicitely to o- 
bey, or execute, the Regulation; without asking 
« Queſtions.” | 3 wa M 

And, that this is, in Reality, the great Point 
in Queſtion, betwixt the Diſſenters and thoſe they 
ſo loudly exclaim againſt; we hogs to make evi- 
dent, both from what is plainly allowed by thoſe 
againſt whom they point their 3 and 
from the Arguments openly pled in Defence of 
the high Meaſures they themſelves contend for. 
As to what has been openly allowed, by thoſe 
whom they treat as Oppoſers of all Power, Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical: not to repeat what is con- 
tained in the Plea for the Presbytery of Duns» 
fermline, above-recited; which ſeems to us to 
carry the Point of Submiſſion to Superior Powers, 
or Superior] us as high as any Proteſtagts 


can 
2 & 
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can allow, or any human Authority can well 


claim: It was further declared, at the Bar of the 
laſt General Aſſembly, in Name of a Presbytety 


whom yet they thought fit to cenſure; * That 


A Regard to the Authority of the Church ls, 
% no doubt, a laudable Principle; and will always 
% have juſt Weight with every good and judicious 


« Member of Society; when under no Difficulties, 
« but ſuch as that Regard is able to conquer: that 


it never was a Queſtion with them, that the 
final - Sentences of the ſupreme Court muſt be 
, executed: Without a Power to execute, as well 
c 48 to _ we would have no Conſtitution.” 


They readily allowed, © That Tranſgreſſions of 
« the Laws, or Neglect of the Orders of the Soci- 


„ ety whereof one is a Member, ought never 
% to be ſtated upon a ſlight Ground; nor any 


Cc 


* 


leſs ſolid Foundation, than one could ſtate 


leaving the Society upon, if the Judgment of 


te thoſe who have the Power of admitting and ſe- 
« cluding ſhould ſo determine.” On the other 
Hand, it was alledged, That it ſeemed not, ar 
« any Time, to have been the Senſe either of 
% Church or State among us, that ahſolute Obe- 
te dience to Authority in all poſſible aſes, is fo 
« eſſential to Government, as to be indiſpenſibly 
« neceſſary to the Support of the Conſtitution: 


% Nay, the Wiſdom and Prudence of ſuch a; 


« have been Directors in both, lead s to this 


% quite contrary Concluſion; that rigid inſiſting 


« upon ſtrict Obedience, in ſome Caſes, tended to 
« the Hurt of the Conſtitution; while Moderation 
« and Lenity have been judged the ſecureſt Mea- 
« ſures of ſtrengthning and ſupporting it. No- 
& body (they ſuppoſed) would maintain, that a 
= T1. * Na 09; 1.1 Tu 
E See Scots Magazine for March laſt P. 137. - 
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lute and unlimited Saga was eicher required 


or promiled, in a Proteſtant Church: _ Abſolute 


Submiſſion they underſtood; and admitted to be 


required by our Conſtitution; the Effect of 


which is an Obligation to retire, in a peaceable 
and reſpectful Manner, when the Judicatories 
of the Church declare any of her Members inca- 
pable of continuing in Communion, and enjoying 
the Privileges of the Eſtabliſhment, And, if 


- uniform Obedience to Authority, in all poſſible 


Caſes, ſhould come to be inſiſted UPON, as 2 
Term of Communion. among us, in order to 
diſtreſs either Presbyteries, or particular Mem- 
bers, who have not Freedom to act in ſome 
Circumſtances; and that roo, when the Nature 


© of the Thing, and former Practice, point out 
Methods of e Sctually executing final Sentences, 


which are not attended with thoſe Incanveni- 
encies; they could make no F Heſitation in their 


Choice, betwixt peaceable retiring, if the Church 


Judicatures judged it oper to diſmiſs them; 
and acting a Part, in Cos n equence of Meaſures 
which, in their humble Opinion, muſt not only 
proye hurtful, but Fang, to our moſt valu- 
able Tatereſts” << 


From fuch clear and diſtinct Declarations; the 


tue State of the preſent Queſtion, which has quite 
Tape the Di/enters (for we do not chuſe to ſay, - 
they artfull-.avoid it) may be abundantly plain to 
my who have Eyes s to ſee, This will likewiſe be 
further evident; 1 we conſider the Arguments (if 
ney may be called fo) that have been openly 
ed, in Defence of ſevere Meaſures with thoſe 
5 ho declared, F That their not obeying or execu- 
ing the Sentence of their Superiors proceeded. 


only from their GE judging, upon the moſt 
«© {erious 
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& ſerious Conſideration of the particular Caſe, that 
e it was ſinful for them to A or execute it.” 
Some of theſe Arguments, with the Illuſtrations of 
them, ſeem now to be drop't : but they were too 
remarkable to be forgot. Was it not alledged, that 
% when Appointments of Superiors are once made, 
the Conſciences of Inferiors had nothing to do, 
«« but obey them: that it did not belong to In- 
« feriors to examine the Orders of their Superi- 
« ors, or call them in queſtion ; elſe all Govern- 
te ment would be at an End: whether theſe Orders 
« Were right or wrong, was none of their Buſi- 
* neſs: they were the Deeds of their Superiors, 
«© not theirs; and they were only to be Executers 
e of them.“ We may adventure to ſay (by the 
by) that if ſuch were the Maxims of the ſupreme 
Powers, in any Society; they ſhould get a Mill, or 
ſome Machine to execute their Sentences ! for 
ſure, ſuch Principles could never be applied to ra- 
tional Creatures of God, who are anſwerable to 
Him, their ſupreme Judge, for all their own Acts 
and Deeds; whatever Way they are put upon doing 
them : nor will it be a Defence, or Excule, before 
his awful Tribunal, that in doing an Action which 
their Conſciences told them was contrary to His 
Will, they willingly (or headlong, and without 
asking Queſtions) walked after the Commandment 
of any Earthly Superior whatſoever. But, in Sup- 
port of ſuch Maxims, Inſtances have been adduced; 
which may be Proofs of what 7s actually done, but 
not of what ought to be done: Compariſons have 
been made, ſome of them not ſo very decent: In- 
ferior Judicatories, put upon executing the Orders 
of their Superiors, have been compared to the 
common Hangman : © And is he, poor Wretch ! to 


&* review 


Tf... od een 
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ee review the Trial, and take the Matter over again 
e under his Cogniſance, before . he'll execute one 
condemned to die as a Criminal? No, bis Buſineſs 
is not to take Cogniſance e 
* to execute it, or lay daun his Poſt.“ By the by, 
we are not ſure of this laſt: we know he is liable 
to be deprived of it. But, is not even be, if any, 
Doubt ariſes in his Mind, whether the Action he 


FP to upon, in the Exerciſe of his Office, is not 
lurder; to give that Matter à ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, according to his Capacity, as a reaſonable 
Creature of God, anſwerable to him? And if upon 
this, he is convinced it is Murder; is he. ſtill to 
commit it? and will it be bis Warrant before God 
for doing ſo, That it was in the Exerciſe of his 
« Office; and that he was neither Law-grver nor 
cx Cle, but only Executionei. To the like Pur- 
pole has the Compariſon been adduced, of Soldiers 
who muſt obey the Commands - of their Officers, 
without asking Queſtions, or be liable to be broke, 
or N ſhot. We are very ſenſible, | hat there 
is a peculiar Neceſſity for it, that Military Govern- 


ment muſt be the moſt abſolute and arbitrary of 


any; and therefore, we conceive, the moſt improper 
to be brought into Compariſon. with, Church Go- 
vernment. However, we may figure a Caſe, with 
reſpe&t to abſolute Obedience even under that 
Government: Let us ſuppoſe a Captain detach- 
ed with his Company, upon an Expedition in 
an Enemy*s Country: They are to paſs through 
a- Village; and the Captain commands them, as 
they paſs through it, to put to the Sword every 


one that appears in the Street, Man, Woman and 


Child: 'They refuſe to obey; perhaps too from a 
lower Principle, than either Conſcience or Huma- 
nity; remonſtrating, that they heard their Colonel, 

| == on when 
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were detached, give mY Orders to 
onen and Children; wherever they, came: 


Sb, WK 6275 Bh Ta5£ £29 TEM 13 ne D * 
w not but by the Military Law (with 


2 


e 
ref) the Captain, might decimate them,” and com- 
mand the Nine men to ſhoot the Tenth; but ſure, 


whighi We fo nor pretend to be very well acquain= 


* 


but a mad Captain, do ir? 


- 


we may ask, Would any but a very wicked , any”. 


7 - 


Bur, to What Purpoſe is all this, may ſome ſay? 


Do the Diſſenters now affert, that Inferiors are, in 
all Cafes, to obey or execute the Orfers of their 
Superiots, or even of the ſupreme legiſlative Power 
in Society, without zskiris Queſtions in any Caſe ? 
Not a/olutely, and without Diſtinction: For they 


: 


favour vs with iti Exception, and his only; 
„They are to obey, ard put in Execution, if re- 


« quited; UNLzgs in a Caſe of ſuch groſs Ini- 
py, nd manieſt ioaon oth original bee 
« gn of the Society, as juſtifies Reſiſtance to the 
« fapreme Power; and makes it better to have the 


Society diſſolved, than fubmit to eſtabliſhed Ini- 


METS, 5 r er rv. . | l 
7 quity. Such extraordinary Cafes, ſay they, we 


«« cal eaſily conceive there may be, as will give 
« any Man a juſt Title to ſeek the Diſſolution of 
«« the Society to which he belongs, or at leaſt will 


„„ „* 


poſers, can furniſh them with one: the firſt main- 
7 taming, 


a 


< . A nd L. __ ac a 


* 9 


Dee 


RB 


« rity of the ſupreme Power altogether, or leek- 


Forefathers, in the late unhbapf ö 
acquainted with many fuch ales. . But, may we 
not ask the Diſſenters, Can there, then, be no 
lower Inſtances of iniquous Commands, than ſuch 


f as 5 
RO 1 * * * 1 N 
taining, „hat in many Caſes Men may not obey, 
but in noxr are they to %? and the laſt, that. 
« in many Caſes, Men may net obey; which yet 
will not warrant their throwing off the Autha- 


- 


9 LO 0 0 . 


« ing che Diſſolution of the Sogiery -” And our 


y Times, were well 


S they ſpeak of, which may be 
tranſgreſled, without either ſecking the Diſſolution 
of the Society, or withdrawing from it? Is it then 


true, * that the gr Sins indeed are never to 


« be committed, in Obedience to iniquous Com- 
« mands of any earthly Power; even tho' avoid- 


« ing of them ſhould lead to the. Diſſolution of 


« the Society: But leſſer Sins, known to be Sins, 


« but the avoiding of which is attended with 
« no fuch Conſequence, muſt be committed, if 
« the Legiſlative Power in human Society ſhall 
« happen to require it?” May not /ome Inſtances 
of Iniquity be enjoined, the Injunction tranſgreſſed, 
and the Tranſgreſſion overlooked too; without any 
Hazard to the Society; far leſs the 'Tranſgreſſor's 
being obliged to /eek the Diſſolution of the Soci- 
ety, . or, at leaſt, to withdraw from it? No; ac- 
cording to the Dod rine of ſome, the Strain of 
whoſe Argument, or rather Cry, in a certain Place, 
was, © If the ſupreme Judicatory is to paſs over 
not obeying its Appointments in any Cale; we 
« mult diſſolve, disband, and give up our Govern- 
ment altogether.” No; according to the plain 
Doctrine of the Diſſenters; the conſtant Burden of 
whoſe Song is, Obey in all Caſes, or withdraw 
« from the Society.” But they might as well tell 

| us, 
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been ee ate E 
us, © that every Tranſgreſſion of any Law of the 
Land, or omitting any Thing the Law cnjoing, 
« infers Bani/oment ; nay, obliges the Tranſgreſſor, 
% without any Sentence paſt againſt him, to baniſþ 
„ bimſelf”? Lud, ſeeing it is plaialy. declared by 
the Diſſenters, that © no ſooner is a Regulation 
* enacted by the Legiſlative Power in Society. 
« than even they who. diſapprove. it, are notwith- 
« ſtanding bound to obey it, and to put it in Execu- 
« tion, 15 required; unleſ# in a Cale of ſuch groſs 
4 Tniquity, and manifeſt Violation of the original 
Deſign of the Society, as juſtifies Reſiſtance to 
Do. Fiprems Power, and makes it better to have 
the Society diſſolved, than to ſubmit to eftabli- 
„ ſhed Iniquity:“ It now comes fairly out; That 
let any the moſt atrociaus Iniguity, any the moſt 
* heinous Sin againft God, be enjoined by the Le- 
% giflative Power on private Perſons; which yet 
„ does not warrant their ſeeking the Diſſolution of 
« the Society, or their withdrawing from it; they 
% muff obey the iniquous Command, without aſk- 
« ing Queſtions.“ This is ſuch Doctrine, from 
Miners and Office-bearers in this Church, as no 
Man needs attempt to expoſe, further than it ex- 
poles itſelf; aud ſuch, as we are ſure, the ranleſt 
Facobites would be aſhamed of! We know not 
why a Man may not © continue in a Society, profeſs 
« a Regard for it, and reap the Emoluments of it;“ 
and yet refuſe, or omit, to obey ſome iniquous 
Commands, which may ſometimes happen to be 
enjoined in the very beſt Society upon Earth; with. 
out © manifeſtly acting a d:/orderly, far leſs a diſhoneſt 
Part; or even contemning the Authority of the So- 
« cjety;” though in theſe Inſtances he prefers the 
Authority of God before it: And we know ng- 
thing to hinder any peaceatle Member of Society, | 
though 


6 ed wor we 6 a. 


FL 3 
though he omits obeying ſuch Commands, to lay 
Claim to the Privileges of it; till, by the Courſe 
of a legal Proceſs and Sentence, he is deprived of 
them. The contrary of al! this ſeems plainly to 
be aſſerted by the Diſſenters: But what Proof do 
they adduce of their Aſertions? They have not 
ſo much as attempted to prove them: They ſeem 
to have taken it ſtrongly into their Heads, that 
they had to do with ſuch weak Brethren, that no 
herd Arguments were needful to knock them down; 
bur ralking big, and uſing bord re would ſuf: 
fice for that Purpoſe. This notable Maxim, obey 
or withdraw, they repeat; on the next Head, in a 
pret remarkable Manner; Whoever, ſay they, 
believes the Cenſures of the Church too ſevere, 
*« or its Orders in any reſpect iniquous, fo that in 
«« Conſtience he cannot comply with them, ought 
te to beware of involving him ir in Sin, b entring 
«« intoit ; or if he hath raſhly join'd himſelf, he is 
„bound, #s an honeſt Man, and a good Chriſtian, 
« to withdraw, and keep his Conſcience pure and 
«« unde led. We cannot help ſaying, that fo tart a 
Sneer, delivered in fo grave a Manner, and on 6 
ſerious a Subject, would have been more becomi 
the Mouths, or Pens, of the old Enemies of the 
oor Whigs ; againſt whom they are, in a famous 
Poem, * brought in thus complaining; | : 


T hey felled all our Hens and Cocks, 
And rooted out our Green»Kail Stacks, 
And caſt them Our the Dykes away, 
And bade us, jeering, Faſt and Pray. 


LY 


But, to treat it a little more ſeriouſly : Do the 
Gentlemen think to bear us in Hand, or to con- 
a C6 - vince 
* The bigs Supplication. 
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vince the World (to whom they have now appeal- 


. 18 4 


ed) by their confident Aſſertions, that a Man who 
bas tranſgreſſed any Law of the Society, is bound, 
gs an honeſt Man, to take it immediately upon him- 
ſelf to be both his own Fudge and Executioner? 
we believe this would be reckoned rather a Con: 
tempt, than a Reſpect for the Laws and Order of 
Society : Is every Man, who, by the Sanction of 
the Law, has incurred a Sentence of Baniſhment; 
obliged as an honeſt Man, immediately to leave the 
Country? if a Man has committed a Tranſgreſſion 
of the Law of any Country, which, by that Law, 
is made Capital; is he forthwith to go hang bim. 
ſelf? No: we believe he may very honeſtly (eſpe 
cially, if he is not conſcious of having committed 
any heinous Sin againſt God) not only continue in 
Life, till he is condemned and executed by a le- 
gal Proceſs; but even beg the Government to 
ſpare his Life, if they lee it conſiſtent with the 
publick Good, and the Peace of the Society : And 
in ſuch a Caſe, it may be a worthy and becoming 
Part of an equitable and merciful Government to 
do it. Some, indeed, we have heard of, who 
have put violent Hands in themſelves, to eſcape 
the Infamy of a publick Execution: but we bc- 
lieve it will ſcarce be in the Power of the Diſſen- 
fers, with all their Rhetorick, and all their hard 
MHMords to the Bargain, to perſwade the P-----y of 
D-----1, in any Meaſure or Degree, to follow their 


Example. 


But, if the Caſe, fairly ſtated, comes out ſomewhat 
favourably for the Presbytery of Dunfermline; it 
comes out {ill more favourably for the Rev. Com- 
miſſion. For, it would certainly require a little 

more Proof, than a bare Aſſertion, to cltabblk tp 
3 V 8 e N Prin- 


* 
- 
4 . 
* 


- po 
LOR 


e / oa ee de a tw a 


« „ hay 


K 


wh , Y' 


K K A” ws @” 


= 


EC 
40 


ce 


= 
LY 


* = 


uy + ; 9 5 
1 [ «us ] 
„ — 19 
* 4 p - $ - 


3 p „ | + "Ws 5 : 92 * 
Principle, That barely refraining from puniſh- 


ing an Offence, or cenſuring an Act of Diſo- 
* bedience; is declaring that the Diſobedience 
% neither nfers Guilt, nor deſerves Cenſure:“ 
The moſt ſevere and tyrannical Governments will 
ſcarce be found always to go upon ſuch a Maxim, 
elſe there would be no End of puniſhing. And, 
if barely forbearing to puniſh even heinous Offen- 
ces and Crimes, was © ſurrendring a Right een. 
« tal to the Nature and Subſiſtence of every Soci- 
« ety; our happy Conſtitution in Britain muſt 
have gone to Ruin long ago: which, bleſſed be 
God, ſtands a noble Witneſs againſt ſuch Maxims. 
We ſhall not take Notice of ſome Inſtances of the 
Britiſh Government quite overlooking Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of penal Laws, which it may be diſagreeable 
to ſome to mention: But we beg Leave to quote a 
Paſſage from a moſt excellent Performance, addreſ- 
ſed to the Pretender*s eldeſt Son; in anſwer to his 
ſecond Manifeſto, in the famons Year 1745: the 


'Author of which ſhows himſelf a great Maſter of 


good Argument and fine NM. riting, thorowly ell 


acquainted with our Britiſh Affairs, and well appri- 
ſed of any Facts he would take upon him to aſſert. 
In Page 29 and 30, London Edition, ſpeaking of 


our preſent Gracions Sovereign, he ſays; For 
« the Mildneſs of his Government, let this ſin- 

gular Circumſtance bear witneſs; 'Tnat we. are 
now in the 19th Year of his Reign, and hitherto 
not one Drop of Blood ſhed for a State Crime, 
even in the legal Methods of Trial, tho? there 
have not been wanting Occaſions, even before 
you was pleaſed to make us a Viſit, for juſt 
Severities of that Kind.” ' Now; do the Go- 
vernment, by ſuch Inſtances of Clemency, declarp, 


cc 
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that ſuch Crimes infer no Guilt, and deſerve no 
N C 2 Cen- 


1 
{ 
* 


Mercy. 
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cy- tended. to the Subverſion- of the excellent Bri. 
1% Conſtitution? no; but to its Eſtabliſhment and 
Strength: Have they ſhown the Weakneſs of his 
Majeſty's Adminiſtration; or ſhaken his Throne: 
no: be ſtands a glorious 1 0 of that Maxim 
of Holy Writ, The King's Throne is uphalden by 


II. We paſs now to the ſecond Reafan. of the 
Dient; That © this Sentence of the Commiſſion 


6s abſolutely. inconſiſtent with the Nature and 


*<. Preſervation. of Eccleſiaſtical Society in parti 
t cular. We ſhall paſs by thoſe Declarations, 
which, they ſay, their Characters render unneceſ- 


fary of * their Agreement with all Proteſtants, 


* in acknowledging the Lord Jefus Chrift to be 
*« the only King and Head of his Church;" with 
this one Remark; that we wiſh they had f. 


And ſeeing they aduit, That the Church is a 
, Society founded by the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt:” 


we think ſome of his Laws, delivered by bim. 
ſelf and his . N for preſerving Order and 
Union in his C 


hurch, might be reckoned to de- 
ſerve a particular, and ſerious Conſideration; ſuch 


as theſe ! Judge not; that ye be not judged: For, 
« with what Judgment you judge, ye ſhall be 


6 Judged; and with what Meaſure ye nete, it 

| be meaſured to you again. And why be- 
( holdeſt thou the Mote that is in thy Brother's 
1 Eye; and conſidereſt not them that is in-thine 
« own Eye? Mat. vii. 1.--3. Let us not judge one a- 


c ſha 


« nother any more: but judge this rather, that no 
Man put a Stumbling-block, or an Occaſion to fall, in 


ebe Nut fun e 


an Cenſure ?? far ſrom it: Have ſuch Acts of Mer || 


throwing Contempt, a few. Lines after, upon a 
native and direct Conſequence from that Principle. 


SS 2D 2s SS 3 


— 


22 
＋ 75 


« with thy Meat, for whom Chrif died. 


TT 
1 to him i # vnelar; I 
other be grieved wick t 


72 


by Meat, now 
cc "a thou not rr deſtroy not him 


„ him that eateth deſpiſe him that eateth nor; 
« and let not him which eateth not, judge him 

chat cateth; for God hath received him; Rom. 
« xiv, 13,15, 3. Walk worthy of the Voce 
« tion wherewith ye are called; with all -Lowlt 
« neſs .and Mee tneſt, with Long-ſu ffering, forbear+ 
ing one another in Lave : Endeavouring to keep 
the Unity . the 8 in the Bond of Peace; 
« Eph. iv. 1 ooliſh and unlearned Queſti- 
« ons . n that they do gender Strifes: 
« and the Servant. of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; 
„but be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, pa- 


« tient; in Meckneſs inftruting thoſe that oppoſe 
« themſelves; 2 Tim. ii.-23-—-25.” How happy 


were it. for us, if ſuch facred Rules were more 


minded by all in the Church at this Day! „ 

Tbe Diſſenters next quote -a Paſſage of the 
Confe Non of Faith, concerning ſome Th 
Warſhip of God and the Government of the Church; 


how they are to be ordered : But what are theſe” 


Things ? not any /ub/tential Parts, or even Rites or 
Ceremonies in Worſhip, or any-important Rules of 
Church Government; but ſome Circumſtances con- 
certiing both · theſe; ſuch as the Time and Place of 


holding Meetings ſor them: And how are theſe Cir- 


— to be ordered? not = the — 
Will and Pleaſure of any Men; fo as they 


appoint any Timesor Places for them they 


however improper : but, by the Light $4 — 
and Chriſtian Prudence; — i too, accordi 


1 
to the General Rules of Gods Hard, which are ; | 
ms 10 be abſerved, But we need not deſcant upon 


this 


ings in the | 


Tis Paſſage : For * do the Deſenters infer from 
it; or what Uſe do they make.of it, to their Pur- 
poſe ? why, none at all; but paſs on to other 
hing: os. 12 tell us, that a Kingdom divided a- 
nid itſelf dive tand: And what do they infer 
from that? nothing: may not a Man quietly re- 
Train from doing an Action which a Law of the 
Land requires, but which it appears to him God 
forbids ; without riſing in Rebellion, or making an 
Inſurredtion in the Kingdom? Again they fay,” That 
«© fince Miracles are ceaſed, they conceive no 
« Church can exiſt, withour Obedience required 
from its Members, and inforced by proper units 
% ons.” Whether is the ceaſing of Miracles the 
Cauſe that the Church cannot exiſt without Obedi- 
ence, or that the Diſſenters conceive h? and what i is 
this Obedience, without which a: Church cannot 
exiſt? Obedience to the arbitrary Commands of 
fallible Men; Injunctions which appear to them, 
on whom they are laid, contrary to the Will of God, 
the ſupreme: Rule of their Duty? May not the 
Chriſtian Church exiſt and flouriſh, by a conſcien- 
tious Obedience of all its Members and Miniſters 
to the ſacred Laws of God and: Chriſt, under à 
Regard to the awful Sanctions with which they are il © 
guarded ? It would feem not; according to the 8 
Diſſenters: For they fay, with Concern, that ſuch Þ 
Principles as zheſe,: „That the Cenfures of the 
« Church are never to be inflicted, but upon op 
« Franſgreſſors of the Laws of Chriſt himſelf; 1 
6 and that no Man is to be conſtructed an open ) 
« Tranſgreſſor of the Laws of Chriſt, for not | © 
« obeying the Commands of any Aſembly of 
« fallible Men, when he declares it was a con- 
« ſcientious Regard to the Will of Chriſt that Jed 
9 him. t to this Diſobedience :” that ſuch Principle 


appeal Wl 1; 


— * 
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ons 
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appear to them, © calculated to eſtabliſh the moſt 


{ 82 Þ} 


- 


« extravagant Maxims of Independency, and to 


.« overthrow that Church Conſtitution, of which 
% they glory in being Members, from the very 
4 Foundation.” For our Part; we own it gives 
us very great Concern, to ſee ſuch Principles as theſe 


impugned, and fo keenly too, by any. who profeſs 
to be Members of any Chriſtian Church ; far more, 
who bear the Character of Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel: And for ourſelves, we ſhould rather chuſe to 
live independent, as much as we could, of any vi- 
ſible Church Conſtitution whatſoever; than to glo- 


ry in being Members of any Conſtitution, which 


theſe Principles were calculated to overthrow from 
the very Foundation. It is of no ſmall Importance, 
to conſider theſe Principles particularly. The firſt 
of them plainly ſpeaks of the Church of Chriſt, 
as ſuch ; and not as any Part of it may be favour'd 
with a Civil Eſtabliſhment, or outward Emoluments: 
In this View, we cannot but conſider the Cenſures 
of the Church, properly ſo called, as Applications 
of the. Denunciations of Chriſt himſels. and his 
Apoſtles, againſt the Tranſgreſſors of his Laws; 
and open Tranſgreſſors they muſt be, whoſe Tranſ- 


greſſions fall under the Cogniſance of any Court 
on Earth. Nor is that Principle advanced, in the 
Place refer d to by the Diſſenters &; without firſt 


7 


laying down the plain Foundation of it, from which 


it evidently follows, and is there inferred : Name- 
ly, that Chriſt is the a/one King of his Church, 
and its only Lawgiver. Does not Chriſt's: Commiſ- 
ſion to his Apoſtles themſelves, comprize- the * 

ü | 7 Pur- 


Reaſons of Diſſent from the Sentence of the General 
Aſſembly, May 15th 1751. in the Scots Magazine for 
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Purpoſe of their Work, in the Teaching Men 15 ob. 
ferve all Things whatſoever be bad commanded then? 
Are not the Cenſures of the Church one Part of the 
Methods by which they were to teach them theſe 
Things ? and therefore be confined to thoſe who, 
in fome Inſtance or other, neglected, or refuſed, 
to obſerve what Chriſt had commanded ? Is not all 
the Power, given to his Apoſtles by him, to be 
_ exerciſed to the Edification of his Church, and not 
to Deſtruction? If we conſider all the Rules and 
Directions of our bleſſed Saviour, or his Apoſtles, 
concerning Church Diſcipline; we may be abun- 
dantly farisfied, that the Actions, or Neglects, of 
Men being Sins againſt God, or, Which is the 
fame Thing, Tranlgreſſions of the Laws of Chriſt, 
and open and ſcandalous Tranſgreſſions too, is the 

_ only View in which they fall under the Cenſures 
of his Church, properly fo called. There may, 
indeed, be another 2 granted to ſome Part of 
the Church by the Civil Government, and the 
Laws of the Land: When hey annex civil Emolu- 
ments to the Office of Miniſters in the Church on 
certain Terms and Conditions; they may truſt 
the Judicatories of the Church with judging, who 
come up to theſe Terms, or who come ſhort of 
them, or fall off from them; and accordingly ad- 
mitting Men to partake of theſe legal "Advantages, 
or excluding them from them : But in the Exer- 
ciſe of this Power, except in fo far as the Actions 
- which fall under their Cogniſance are Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of the Law of Chrift, as well as of the Laws 
of the Land, they act not ſo properly the Part of 
Miniſters of Chriſt, inflicting Church Cenſures; 
as that of Truſtees of the Publick, executing 
thoſe Laws of the Land which are intrufted or 
left to their Execution. Indeed in the Ban 
| * = 


— 
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el what is called the Diſcipline of ſuth ah eftad 
_ bliſhed Ghurch, there is often unavoidably 


. 5 .* — 4 4 mix'd 
Kind of Juriſdiction; as Men, by the. ſame Actions, 


may tranſgreſs the legal Terms of the Eſtabhſh- 
ment, and the ſacred Laws of Chriſt, at the ſame 


T ime e but where, without any Tranſgreſſions of 
the Lays of Chriſt, Men came not up to, or fall 


off from, the legal Terms of the Eſtabliſnment; 


the cutting them off from the Benefits of it is, no 
Exerciſe of the Diſcipline of Chriſt's Church, pro- 
perly ſo called; or the Power given; to His Mini- 
{ters by Him, which has nothing to do with giving 
or taking away Civil Privileges and Emolaments; 
but only of the Power given them by, the Laws of 
the Land, of declaring who fall ſhort of. the 
Terms, and ſo are not entitled to the Benefits, of 
the legal Eſtabliſhment ; though all the while they 
may be in the Right, in departing from theſe Terms. 
For which Reaſon; a humane, and far more a 


Chriſtian Spirit, would lead Men to exerciſe this 


Power with all the Tenderneſs and Lenny which 
Civil Government will permit; inſtead of taking 
Advantage of the Power given them by Law, to 
deprive Men of their legal Privileges and Bęne- 
fices, or take Steps tending, that Way, upon frivo- 
Bug Pretences. Tis certainly moſt becoming Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and Office- bearers in Chriſt's 
Church, to exerciſe any Power entruſted to them, 
with 4% the Prudence and Tenderneſs they can; 
and with a ſacred Regard. to thoſe Laws of Chriſt, 
which lay a great Streſs upon Forbearance, and 
avoiding to /ay a. Stumbling-vlock, or an Occaſion to 


fall, in our Brother's May. Nothing can be more 


unbecoming them, than to exerciſe the Power en- 
ruſted to them by the State, in an arbitrary Way: 


10. diy hard Things, juſt becauſe they dare, and 
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8 
have the Sanction of the Law with them: to 
ſtretch a Law, they all call a hard one; and thus 
make it, in many Caſes, harder than the Legiſla- 
ture has made it. And ſcarce any Thing could be 
more ahſurd, than to turn Men out of their Bene- 
fices; for not acting contrary to e 1 in which 
they are ſupported by ſtanding Rules of the 
Church: or to uſe this Power contrary to what 
may reaſonably be preſumed to be the Deſign of 
the Law, in beſtowing legal Emoluments upon Mi- 
niſters; viz. that they are given by the Law with 
a View of ſome Service to Religion and the Pu- 
blick, to be done for them. he 3 
As to the other Principle, That Men are not 
ce to be conſtructed open Tranſgreſſors of the 
« Laws of Chriſt, for not obeying the Commands 
« of any Aſſembly of fallible Men ;” it would 
not appear ſo very ſtrange to any one, as the Diſ- 
ſenters would have it to be reckoned ; had the 
thought fit to put it down as it ſtands, in the Place 
to which they refer: there it is © merely for not 
* obeying, &.” The Word merely they have 
thought fit to leave out “; with what Deſign we 
ſhall not ſay: They might think it of no Impor- 
rance to their Purpoſe to keep it in: but ſome of us, 
Who {till reckon it our Honour to have our Names 
at that Diſſent, thought it of great Importance to 
put it in; being well aware; that a Man, by the 
fame Action, may be tranſgreſſing a plain Law of 
"Teſus Chriſt, and likewiſe a Command of fallible 
en, honeſtly teaching him to obſerve what Chriſt 
has commanded, and not any meer Injunctions of 
their own. + But, when that is not the Cafe; That 
« no Man is to be conſtructed an open Tranſgreſ- 
14 U « ſor 


* N. B. In their printed Copy, this is not corrected; 
among the Alterations they have made in the Language, 
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es ſor of the Laws of Chriſt, merely for not obev- 


«ing the Commands of any Aſſembly of | fallible 


Men; we think might be admitted for a e. 


evident Maxim, by all who allow a Difference be- 


twixt Chriſt and fallible Men: and that even with- 


out the Adjetion, of his . declaring it was a conſcl- 
« entious- Regard to the Will of Chriſt himſelf, 
% that led him to this Diſobedience;” which Ad- 


je con was made only, becauſe it came cloſe to the 


Caſe in which that Diſſent was taken: And if it 
gives the Diſſenters any Offence, to call the pro- 
eſſing theſe Principles, © aflerting Liberty of 
«« Conſcience, and the Right of private Judg- 
«« ment;” we may call it, © aſſerting, in the 
one of them, a plain Principle of Chriſtianity ; 
“ and in the other, as plain a Principle of 
Common Senſe.” And if the Commiſſion pro- 
ceeded upon ſuch Principles, in coming to the Deci- 
ſion complained of; they may glory in the Principles 
on which they proceeded. Pas; {ay the Diſſen- 
ters, © ſuch Principles appear to us calculated to 
«« eſtabliſh the moſt extravagant Maxims of Inde- 
« pendency :“ If, by this bugbear Word, they 
mean that which is commonly called the 7 py 4 
dent Form of Church-Government, as diſtin& from 
the Presbyterian ; we know no Connection theſe 
Principles have with the Peculiarities of that Form. 
We muſt, however, do thoſe of that Perſwaſion 
(whom we are not aſhamed to own for our Bre- 


thren in Chriſt) the Juſtice to ſay; they have 10 


ſuch extravagant Maxims, as that a Perſon open- 
« ly diſobeying the Laws of Chriſt, has no more 
©« to do, than boldly to pretend Conſcienee for his 
«« 'Franſgreſſion ; and then »o Church, — of 
« fallible Men, has Right to inflict any Cenſure 
« upon him:” On the contrary; many of them 

| VVA LET. require 
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require more, in order to a Man's Admiſſion to 
the Privileges of a Chriſtian, than we think they 
are warranted to do. The Diſſenters further ſay, 
Theſe Principles are ** calculated to overthrow, 
e from the very Foundation, that happy Eccleſi- 
% aſtical Conſtitution which they glory in being 
ee Members of, and which they are reſolved to 
% ſupport.” The Expreſſions, from the very Foun- 
dation, are ſomewhat ambiguous; and we are not 
forward ta force a Senſe upon them: But, in ſhort, 
if their Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution is a Chriſtian 
Church; and they mean, that theſe Principtes are 
calculated ta overthrow it, Foundation and all; we 
Hall only ſay, other Foundation can no Man lay, 
[| than that is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt Xx; and that 
| we believe, not the Perſon, but the Confeſſion, 
| .of rhe Apoſtle Peter to be the Rock, on which 
Chriſt has built his Church, with the Aſſurance 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it + : 
If they mean, that theſe Principles are calculated t 
to overthrow all, but the Foundation; why, really, it 
if the Superſtructure is fo difagreeable to the Fou. | t: 
dation as to be overthrown by theſe Principles; n 
there will be no great Harm done : If the Foun- tl 
dation ſtands, a better Superſtructure may be eaſily I 
raiſed upon that, in its — Such a diſagreea- tt 
ble Superſtructure we all know ; and we believe, 1 
that The Lord will conſume it with the Spirit of d 
* his Mouth, and deſtroy it with the brightneſs b 
te of his coming t; But God forbid we ſhould ſi 
believe the Church of Scotland to be ſuch a Super- it 


1 
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ftrudure | Gad forbid ſhe ſhould ever become fo! © n 

But, the Diſſenters further ſay, Upon ſuch I ju 

fe Principles, no Church, conſiſting, as every fe 

BE Church on Earth muſt conſiſt (they might have TI 
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added ſince the Days of the Apoſtles) of * fall 
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« ble Men, has Right to inflit any Cenfure on 


* any diſobedient Perſon: let ſuch. Perſon only 
« think fit | bo/dly- to uſe the Name of Conſci- 
-Cc ence Wc? + If, by a diſobedient a Perſon, they 
mean, an open Tranſgreſſor of the Commands 9 

Jie ſus Chrifh, and of Injunctions only teaching him 
10 obſerve theſe Commands; his beldly*uſing the 
Name of Conſcience muſt, even in the Eyes of 
fallible Men, appear a groſs Aggravation of his 
Impiety; to uſe a Pretence, or Cloak, for his Sin, 
ſo manifeſtly inconſiſtent in a profeſſed Chriſtian ; 


* 


and, inſtead of exempting him from any Cenſure, 


muſt juſtly render his Cenfure the hegvier. If they 
mean only one who diſobeys the Injun&ions of his 
fallible Superiors, in Matters of Order, or ſome 
Circumſtances concerning the Worſhip of God or 
Government of the Church; he, too, had Need 
do more than boldly uſe the Name of Conſcience; 
to ſcreen him from all Cenſure; elſe he may find 
it a Boldneſs with a Fitneſs + he had Need to ſee 
to it, that his Profeſſion be [ſincere ; otherwiſe, he 
muſt fall: under a far heavier Puniſhment from 
the. Searcher of Hearts, than any Men can 
inflit- upon him, for ſo heinous a Prevarica- 
tion; a Crime a-kin to that, for which the firſt 
Tranſgreflors in the Chriſtian Church were ſtruck 
dead upon the Spot: And if, either from the known 
bad Character of the Perſon making ſuch a Profeſ- 
ſion, or from the Inconſiſtency of the Profeſſion 
itſelf, or any other Evidence open to human Cog- 
niſance, ſuch Prevarication is detected; he becomes 
juſtly liable to the higheſt Cenſures of the Church, 
tor ſo groſs a Tranſgreſſion of the ſacred Laws of 
Jeſus Ghrift himſelf : but if fo heinous a Prevari- 
cation can no Way be made evident; to p it 
"DA | Mo, withour 


. 
without Ground is a groſs Tranſgreſſion of the 
Rules of A 3 thinketh no Evil.” 
*Fis a daring Boldneſs, and an arrogant Uſurpation 
of — — 2 of the 'Searcher of Hear; for 
any Man to inſinuate, that this Pretence is made 

e to cover over Cowardice, or the Fear of bein 
te leſs followed by a Growd, or other ſiniſter Views,” 
At the ſame Time we. own, that we ſhould not 
reckon it a decent Defence for an Inferior before 
a ſuperior. Court, barely to % the Name of Con- 
ſeience; or fay, he could not in Conſcience obey 
the Injunction laid on him: but ſhould think it 
much more becoming the Deference due to his Su- 
riors, to lay before them, in a modeſt and re- 
pectful Manner, the particular Reaſons, ariſing 
rom his View of the Caſe, why he had not Free- 
dom in his Conſcience actively to bbey; or thought 
it, in theſe Circumſtances, a Sin in bim to do it: 
as was done in the preſent Caſe ; and has been 
done in all Cafes, of the like Nature, we have ever 
ſeen before ſuperior Judicatories. As to the Af. 
ſertion, that on theſe Principles a Man ſheltered 
e under the Authority of Conſcience, acquires at 
“ once a Right of doing whatloever is good in his 
« Eyes: in one Senſe we deſire no ſuch Right; 
in another we acquire it at once, by God's making 
us reafonable Creatures : A Right of doing whatever 
is good in his own Eyes, darkened irregular 
Paſſions and Appetites, without Regard to the Will 
of God, no good Man ever claimed : but a Right 
of doing what, upon the moſt ſerious Attention and 
| ration, appears to him good in the Eyes of 
God and Chrift ; is not only the Right of every 
rea ſonable Creature of God, and Diſciple of Chriſt; 
but it is his indiſpenſible Duty to exerciſe it, with- 
out Fear of being judged of Man's Day. And (to 


avoid 


[ ) | 


avoid all Diſpute about Words, in Fee of the 


Rights of private Judgment, or a Man's perſonal 


Perſwaſion being the Rule of his Duty) we know 
no Way, in which it is poſſible for any Man, to. 
obey the Commands either of God, or an earthly 
Superior; but by heedfully attending to the Di, 
coveries they, any Way, give him of their i 
and Pleaſure; and then, faithfully performing what 
on ſuch Attention he conceives to be their Ming 
and Will, and never acting contrary to it: And, if 
the Maxim of every Man's private Indgment being 
the invariable Rule of his Duty, be expreſs'd in 
ſuch plain Words, it ſeems a Maxim obvious to Com- 
mon Senſe, and abſolutely unqueſtionable. - There 
is no fourth Way any Man can act, in any Caſe; 
bur either by doing what is right in bis own Eyes, 
in a lawleſs Senſs; or doing what he ſees with bie 
ew Eyes to be right in the Eyes off God; or, put- 
ting out his own Eyes which God has given him, 
and blindly following the Guidance of other Men, 
wherever they * think fit to lead him; for, to 
ſee with their Eyes, is abſolutely impoſſible. 
And we can never imagine, that any © Anarchy and 
« Confuſion, far leſs irremediable Confuſion, can 
« follow,” from every Chriſtian's always acting 
with a conſcientions Leere to the Will of God 
and Chriſt, according to his beft Views of it. | 

The Diſſenters may well be ſorry to ſay it; for, 
in reality, it is a woful Saying; © That. Brethren, 
« who 4. profeſs to hold + ſuch Principles (as the 
e two above-mentioned) ought—not to have joined 
% themſelves to any Church; till once they had 
found out an Aſſembly of ifallible Men.“ 

| | | Why, 

++ This Phraſe, in the printed Copy, is changed inta” 
avow ; chuſing, we ſuppoſe, upon fecond Thoughts, a 
Bore daring and intimidating Word. | 
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Why. Arn of ever edge out ſuch 
mbly, al 


an Aſſen 


an A we be ourſelves, ſafe in joins 
ing. ourſelves to a fall; 


ble, Church, / honeſtly pro- 


 feſſing to be ſo; and where, the Terms of Commu- 


nion, required of us at our Entry, appeared to 
us to contain nothing diſagreeable to the Will of 
God and Chriſt : little expecting that, many Years 
after ſome of us had, joined . ourſelves. to it, any 


of its Members ſhould riſe u „and plead in good 


Earneſt, what Sir Richard Steel has been found 


fault with for ſaying in a jocular Way; That 
* tho? She could err, yet She never did; or, at 
leaſt, plead for ſuch an abſolute, unreſerved active 


Obedience to all her Injunctions, as can only be 
due to Aſſemblies of infallible Men; or of whom, 


at leaſt, we are ſure that they never. have erred, 


and never will. We. ſhall. do very well in the 
Communion of this ſame Fallible Church; ſo long 
as it allows to the Right of private Judgment. all 


the Extent and N that Reaſon and Reli- 


gion require. This the Diſſenters ſay for themſelves; 
« Ve allow to the Right of private Judgment 


e all the Extent. and Obligation that Reaſon 


« or Religion require: but the Misfortune is, we 
know of no Prieſts beyond Sea, but who may ſay 
as much; while they never think fit to tel us, 
what that Extent and Obligation is: We agree with 
them, in what it does not extend te; that no 
« Man's private Judgment gives him a Right to 
« diſturb, with Impunity, all, Publick Order: 
nor can we ever apprehend, that a Chriſtian, or 
a Miniſter's following his beſt private Judgment 
concerning the Will of God and Chriſt, will be 
the real Cauſe of the Diſturbance of publick Order 
in the Church ; however, by thoſe who contend 
for an abſolute Authority in its n = 
| l | * 2 


- Obedience without reſerve to all their Dec 
it may, very innocently on its Part, be made the 


„the reclaiming and gainin 


„ infect the whole Lump'' 
the Liberty to correct this 


40 


„ rious and obſtinate Offenders.” 
- againſt the Laws 'of Chriſt, or Tranſgreſſors of 
the Commaudments of Men, that are here ſpoke of? 
But, to go on; | 
«theſe Ends, the Officers of the Church are to pro- 


-C«c 


1 


Deciſions, 


Occaſion of it. They recite here, Part of a Sec- 


tion of our Confeſſion of Faith (Chap. 30. 5 30 


declaring that! Church Cenſures are neceſſary for 
of offending Brethren; 

« for deterring of others Ai the like Offences; 
for *putging out of that Leaven, which might 
(as we have taken 
Quotation a little, from 
the Text; ſo we beg Leave to go on with it, thro? 


the reſt of this, and the following Section:) © for 
vindicating the Honour of Chriſt, and the holy 

rofeſſion of the Goſpel; and for preventing 
the Wrath of God, which might juſtly fall upon 


«c 


the Church, if they ſhould ſuffer his Covenant 


and the Seals of it to be prophaned, by noto- 
Is it Offenders 


$ 4. © For the better attaining of 


ceed by Admonition, Suſpenſion from the Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper for a Seaſon, and by 


« Excommunication from the Church, accordin 


fo 
« the Nature of the Crime, and Demerit of cde der 
« fon.” From this full Quotation, we think, ever 
one may more eaſily learn © what the cenſures of the 
« Church are, and what the Crimes againſt which 
« they are dire&ed;” than by being ſent fo far 
about, as the Diſſenters would have us go, to the 
«« Conſtitution of every Church,” to learn them 
ea : ; 9 | 
Upon the other .A/er1:9ns of the Diſſenters, 


on this Head, we ſhall add nothing to what has 


| 1 been 
i Kings xy. 17, 18, 
| a9 


EN }: 


been ſaid above; from which it may ſufficiently 


appear how much they are to the Purpoſe of con. 


demning the Sentence of the Reverend Commiſ- 
ſion. Nor, for the ſame Reaſon, ſhall we attempt 
to follow them, through a/l their looſe and ill con- 
nected Aſertions, on the ſubſequent Heads; par- 
ticularly, the | 50 | 

III. Where they alledge, That “the Sen- 
% tence of the Commiſſion is, in a particular 
« Manner, inconſiſtent with Presbyterian Church 
« Government.” The Nature of that Govern- 


ment, as © diſtinguiſhed from every other Eccleſi. 


« aſtical Conſtitution,” and particularly from the 
Independent Syſtem, is delten in the Formula 
which all our Miniſters ſubſcribe, to be “the Go- 
« yernment of this Church by Kirk-Seſſions, Preſ- 
„ byteries, Provincial Synods, and General Aſſem- 
4 blies:” The Excellency of that Subordination 
appears to us to lie, not in the Power of Church- 
Courts to diſtreſs their Brethren ; but, in the Ac- 
ceſs which Parties have, when they think themſelves 
Injured, to {eek Redreſs, by Appeals to the ſupe- 
rior Courts; who, no doubt, have Power to take 
the Execution, as well as the Judgment, into their 
own Hands, when particular Circumſtances point 
out the Expediency of their doing ſo: and we 
ſhould be at a Loſs to ſee, how, “by the Parity 


% of its Miniſters, the Church is preferved from 


« exerciſing that Lordſhip and Dominion over 
their Brethren, which is condemned by our Sa- 
% viour,“ as the Diſſenters ſay; if {till they 
ſhould aſſume the Power of exerciſing that Domi- 
nion when aſſembled together, which they cannot 

exerciſe ſingly and apart. 
The Diſſenters ſay, © they do not pretend to veſt 
* any Court with Infallibility : but they c—_ 
| help 
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« help being ſurpriſed, that any of their Brethren 
« ſhould have been at a Loſs to conceive this plain 
« and obvious Principle, That -it is eſlential to 
„ the very Idea of A Judicatory, that its 
„ Deciſions be abſolute and final,” „That they be 
* final, fo as to be reverſible only by themſelves ;” 
we have already declared, we are at no Loſs to 
conceive : But as to their being ab/olute, fo as all 
of them are to be actively Nor. without Reſerve 
or Exception; we muſt ſtill be the Objects of the 
Surprize of the Diſſenters: for, we are ſo far from 
being able to conceive it to be a plain and obvious 
Principle, that /i is © eſſential to the very Idea 
« of a ſupreme Judicatory ;”” that we rather ap- 
prehend it entially contrary to the very Idea of 
any Court not veſted with Infallibility, 
It is the leſs neceſſary to enter into the particular 
Conſideration of the dreadful Conſequences, which 
it is alledged would follow from the Deciſions of 
the General Aſſembly being, in any Caſe, diſ- 
% puted and diſobeyed by inferior Courts, with 
« Impunity;” which the Diſſenters ſpeak of 
in a pretty ranting Strain; that they them- 
ſelves tell us, for our Comfort, that © Our 
„ wiſer Anceſtors took the proper Steps to guard 
* againſt ſuch Dangers; by eſtabliſhing ſolemn 
«« Subſcriptions and Engagements, to bind the Mi- 
« niſters of this Church to Obedience and Submiſ- 
« ſion to its Judicatories ; which Engagements 
« they heartily wiſh were more attended to and 
regarded.“ But here it happens a little unluckily 
for their Cauſe, that, in all theſe Subſcriptions and 
Engagements, as they are particularly recited by 
themſelves, there is not ſuch a Word as Obedience; 
far leſs ſuch a Phraſe, as Obedience without Re- 
ſerve ; our wiſer Anceſtors not apprehending, it 

| * | would 
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- otherwiſe, It is ſaid thar, cc 


„ ſtood and applied, they might ſafely have promiſed 
% Obedience to any Power whatever :” but, however that 
may be, they do not think they could ſafely have promi- 


ſed abſolute Obedience, without Reſerve or Limitat on to 
any earthly Power whatever, 


I-99 


1 ſeem, ſuch a Thing neceſſary for avolding 


any © Danger from licentious Principles :” The 
Word Obedience the Diſſenters, indeed, are pleaſed 
to thruſt in; both in laying down their Poſition 
and in drawing tler Concluſion : but, there is no 
ſuch Word in the Premitſes, from Wich it is 
draun *. 

But ler us ſee if they are more lucky, in their 
Hiſtory of what paſſed about an hundred Years ago: 


then they tell us, © the ſame Anti-conſtitutional 


« Maxims, which were adyanced to. ſupport the 
«« Sentence of which they complain, were brought 
« into this Kingdom by Engliſh Sectaries, or by 
ce certain Perſons, who, living amongſt them, had 


of 1 imbi- 


* The Diſſenters from _ Sentence of the Aſſembly 
1751, cenſuring the Preſbytery of Linlithgow, &c. being 
all fallible Men, committed a Miſtake of Memory (which 
the Diſſenters now, in a-Note on Page 18th of their print- 
ed Reaſons, endeavour to make the moſt of) in aſſerting, 


that our Subſcription and Engagement to Obedience 
* and Submiſſion to the Judicatories of this Church, 1s 


With the expreſs Limitation of its being in the Lord. P 

The Truth is; they had nat five or fix Weeks given 
them, to prepare their Reaſons of Diſſent ; but were abli- 
ged to do it in broken Peices of fe Days, amidſt the 


Hurry of a cloſs Attendance upon Meetings of the Aſſem- 
-bly ; and ſo had no Time to look into the Formula, but 
were obliged to quote it memoriter : and we could appeal 
to the preſent Diſſenters, whether ſome of them were not, 


till very lately, in the ſame Miſtake, As to the Senſe put 


upon theſe Words, ſuppoſing them to be in the Formula, 


we cannot ſee how any Man could have underſtood them 
as this Limitation is under- 


T 37 J 


« imbibed their Principles, and endeavoured to im 


port them into our Church: but, to give a timely 
«« Check to their Progreſs, the Aſſembly 1647,” — 
after ſome previous Steps, © unahimouſly. agreed 
to this Propoſition, amongſt others; That the 
leſſer and irie Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies cught 
to be ſubordinate and ſubject unto the greater and 


ſupertor Afemblies. What : no more ? do the 


add, © that they are actively to obey all their Ap- 
« pointments without Reſerve ?” Keep off ſuck 
an Addition; and there are none among us, whom 
the Diſſenters are the moſt forward to charge with 
Anti-conſtitutional Maxime, but will as unani- 
mouſiy approve the Propoſition, as it ſtands, as the 
Aſſembly 1647 did: There is no Word of Obe- 
dience in that Propoſition; more than in our Sub- 
ſcriptions and Engagements. We know not, "there. 
fore, what Light it might have given into the pre- 
ſent Queſtion, had the Diſſenters thought fit to 
give us their more particular Account, what theſe 
Anti-conſtitutional Maxims were, which were then 
brought into this Kingdom by Engli/h Sectaries, 


or Perſons living amongſt them.” But, as they 


tell us, they were © the ſame which were ad- 
« vanced to ſupport the Sentence of the Commiſ- 
* ſion complained of;” and it may be preſumed, 
therefore, .they, were of the ſame Kind with the 
Principles above-mentioned, which they fo keenly 


impugn: we ſhall endeavour to ſupply that Defect; 
by ſetting down ſome of thele ſame Maxims, 
which, about that Time, were imported into this 
Church; with the Authors of them, then living 


among the Engliſh Sectaries: and then ſhall en- 
quire what our Church did to oppoſe theſe Maxims, 


and give Check to their Progreſs, And, we mult 


beg leave to mention, in the firſt Place, the Com- 
| | pilers 
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1.98 J > 
pilers of the Confeſſion of Faith at Weſtminſter > 
who, living among ft the Engliſh Sectaries, endea- 
voured to import into our Church, by its own 
Commiſſioners at London, ſuch Anti-conſtitutional 
Maxims as theſe ; That „the ſupreme Judge, by 
c which all Controverſies of Religion are to be 
* determined; and all Decrees of Councils, Opi- 
« njons of antient Writers, Doctrines of Men, and 
« private Spirits, are to be examined; and in 
« whoſe Sentence we are to reſt; can be no other, 
% but the Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in the Scripture,” 
Chap. 1. § 10. hat God alone is Lord of 
« the Conſcience; and hath left it free from the 
« Doctrines and Commandments of Men, which 
« are in any Thing contrary to his Word, or be- 
«« fide it, in Matters of Faith or Worſhip: So 
e that, to believe ſuch Doctrines, or to obey ſuch 
% Commands, out of” Conſcience, is to betray true 
% Liberty of Conſcience; and the requiring of an 
4 implicite Faith, and an abſolute and blind Obe- 
« dience, is to deſtroy Liberty of Conſcience, and 
« Reaſon alſo,” Chap. 20, F 2. That « All Sy- 
« nods or Councils, fince the Apoſtles Times, whe- 
4% ther general or particular, may err, and many 
« have erred : therefore they are not to be made 
% the Rule of Faith or Practice; but to be uſed 
« as an Help in both,” Chap. 31, $ 4-- Another 
Set of theſe Importers, who lived among the 
Engliſh SeFaries: about that Time, were the 
London Presbyterian Miniſters; who (in a preten- 
ded Defence of Presbyterian Government, againſt 
the Independents too ) endeavoured, by their 
Uſe of the Liberty of the Preſs, to introduce and 
import into this Church ſuch Anti- conſtitutianal 

« Maxims 


* Jus Divinum Regiminis Fcclaſcaſtici, P. 230. 
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Maxims as theſe; That © the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical. 
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Engliſh Sectaries one 


Aſſembly in the World cannot require from the 
loweſt, a Sabordination abſolute, and pro arbis. 
trio, i. e. at their own Will and Pleaſure; 
but only in ſome Reſpect; Subordination abſb 
lute being only to the Law of God laid down 
in Scripture. We deteſt Popi/h Tyranny, which 
clairns a Power of giving their Will for a Law: 
it is Subjection in the Lord that is pleaded for. 


The ſtraighteſt Rule in the World, unleſs the 
Holy Scripture, we affirm to be regulam regu- 


2 


latam, that is, a Rule to be regulated; Peace 
being only in walking according to Scrix 
Canon. 'That © the Pn of diſcerning 
belongs to every Chriſtian, for the well ordering 
of his own AQ; terming the Man a Brutum 
acens, who does whatever the Church enjoins. 
That „the Power of Synods is not abſolute 
and infallible, but limited and fallible: Any 


Council and Synod may err; being conſtitute 


of Men that are weak, frail and ignorant in 
Part, Oc. and therefore all their Decrees and 
Determinations are to be examined by the 
Touchſtone of the Scriptures; nor are further 
to be embraced, or counted obligatory, than 
they are conſonant thereunto. Og 
About the ſame Time, there lived among the 
John Hales, commonly 


called the ever-memorable Mr. Hales of Eaton 
Colledge ; who, by the ordinary Conveyances from 
the Preſs, endeavoured to import into this Church 
this Anti-conſtitutional Maxim; “That, when ei- 


cc 


ther falſe or uncertain Concluſions are obtruded 


« for Truth; and Acts, either unlawful, or ini- 
« ſtring juſt Scruple, are required of us to be 
performed: in thoſe Caſes, Conſent were Con- 


E Ipiracy; 


L 4⁰ 15 
*-ſpiracy ;_ and open Conteſtation is not Factiog 
* or Schiſm, but due Chriſtian Animoſity:? with 
ſeveral other Maxims of the like Kind. We might 
alſo mention the great Mr. Chillingworth; and 
many others living among the, Engliſh Sectaries 
about that Time; who had ſtrongly imbibed ſuch 
Anti- conſtitutional Maxims, as we bave now men- 
tioned, and endeavoured by the ſame Means te 
import them into this Church,, 


, * 


But, after all the Search we have been able to 
make, in a ſhort Time; we cannot find out, what 
our Church did to oppoſe theſe; Auli-conſtitutional 
Maxims, and give a Gheck to their Progreſs, On 
the contrary, we find that ſame Aſſembly 1647 
receiving and adopting that Meſtminſter Confeſſion 
of Faith, in which ſuch Maxims are ſo ſtrongly 
expreſſed; and that with high Encomiums, and 
great Thankſgivings to God for it; and with an 


Explication only on ohe Article, - which has no 


Relation to theſe Anti- conſtitutional Maxims. And, 
a great while before that, our Church had made 
this Anti-conſtitutional Act; That no Perſon be 
* intruded in any Office of the Kirke, contrare to 
4% the Will of the Congregation to which they are 
«© appointed.” And, even ſo late as the Lear 


1736, the General Aſſembly made the following 


Act; which, on the Principles of the Diſſenters, 
« muſt be extremely Anti-conſtitutional: * Edin- 
« burgh, May 25th 1736. The General Aſſem- 
% bly, conſidering from Act of Aſſembly, Auguſt 
% 6th 1575; 2d Book of Diſcipline, chap. 3. Par. 
« 4, 6 and 8, regiſtrate in the Aſſembly Books, 
% and appointed to be ſubſcribed by all Miniſters, 
and ratified by Acts of Parliament; and likewiſe 
« the Act of Aſſembly, 1638 December 17th and 
« 18th; and Aſſembly 1715, Act 9: that, i * | 
| cc a 
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„ of. thig Church, that no Miniſter ſhall be intru- 
« ded into any Pariſh, contrary to the Will of the 
«© Congregation: Do therefore ſeriouſly recom- 
* mend to , Judicatories of this Church, to have 

a 3 to the faid Principle in plænting 
*© vacant Cangregations: and that all Presbyteries 
be at Pains te bring about Harmony and Unanis 
„ mity in Congregations, and to ayaid every Thing 
that may excite or encourage unrealonable Ex- 
« ceptians in People againſt a worthy Perſon. that 
may be propoſed to be their Miniſter, in the pre- 
« ſent Situation and Circumſtances of the Church, 
<« ſo as none be intruded into ſuch Pariſhes ; as they 
regarded the Glory of God, and Edification of 


„the Body of Chriſt,” May we not here aſk the 


Queſtion ; whether, while this Act ſtands Anre- 


_ pealed, it be proper for any Judicatory of this 


Church, or even competent for a delegated Judica- 


catory to bear hard upon, or cenfure, any Miniſter, 


or Presbytery, for not obeying any particular Ap- 


pointment, that ſeems to fly in the Face of this. 
ſtanding Rule of the Church? as the laſt Aſſembly 
cenſured the P y of L. -W]; after they had pled. 


at their Bar (and were not then contradicted) that, 
for them to have obeyed the Appointment, would 
have been to have ordained a Miniſter to five or fix 
Perſons, of a Congregation conſiſting of about a 
T : | 


TV. On the fourth Head, the Dipenters alledge, by 
That the Sentence of the Commiſſion is incon- 


« ſiſtent with the uniform Practice and Procedure 


of the Presbyterian Church.” For Proof of 


this general Afﬀertion, they bring only one Inftance, 
of the General Afembly 1646, finding Fault with 
2 Miniſter, for continuing in the Exerciſe of his 
as Þ VI 
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Miniſtry after. a Sentence of his Presbytery /u/ 
pending him from it, from which he had appealed 
to the General Aſſembly ; without waiting for the 
Tue of his own Appeal; which it appears would 
have been favourable to him, againſt the Presby- 
tery. How this Inſtance comes any Way neat to 
the Caſe, of Mens barely 10 doing, what, on the 
moſt deliberate Conſideration, they thought /infu/ 
to do; we muſt confeſs we are at a Loſ to conceive : 
eſpecially, as the Diſſenterr give us no Account, 
what Mr Moriſon pled in his Defence before that 
Aſſembly; ſo that it does not appear that he ever 


fo much as pretended he thought it ſinful to ſubmit 


to the Sentence of the Presbytery. 


In this Article, the Diſſenters are pleaſed to aſ- 


ſert, that © the dangerous Tenets of Independency 
« ſpread faſt; and have, in all Appearance, infect- 
*« ed ſome of our own Members.” But tis hoped, 
ſuch general and unſupported Aſſertions will obtain 
no Credit or Regard with Men of Candor and 
Integri | 


ty. | 
. The fifth Reaſon of Diſſent is, that © they 


5 conceive this Sentence -------will juſtify any Con- 
* tradiction to the Doctrines of the Church ;? and 


warrant *© the eſpouſing and publiſhing the moſt 


« Tild, erroneous and hurtful Opinions,” without 
any Cenſure: but what Proof do they bring of this 


formidable Aſſertion? None; but, in their uſual 


Way, affirmigg it in a pompous Manner: and it is 
abſolutely x. 


Ful Opinions may be eſpouſed and publiſhed, without 


oſſible for. them to prove it; unleſs 
they will maintain, and make the Commiſſion main- 
tain too, that the moſt 2v:1d, erroneous and hurt- 


« openly tranſgreſſing any Law of Feſus Chriſt - 


which is a Taſk that they will, perhaps, find too 
hard for them to undertake, _ | 


_ 


\ 


* 
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VI. As to che alledged Inconſiſtency of this Sen- 


„ 


tence, with the Sentence of the Commiſſion in 
November; “ appointing the Presbytery of Dun- 
« fermline to admit Mr. Richardſon 2s Miniſter of 


« Tnverkeithing, on the 3d Monday of January, 
% Kc. with Certification, that the Commiſſion at 


« their Meeting in March next will proceed to a 
« very high Cenſure, in Caſe of Diſobedience.” 
Can it be pretended, than an Appointment, under 
any Sanction, muſt be underſtood to mean, that the 
Cenſure ſhall be inflicted, whatever Defences be 
made, or tho? the moſt unanſterable Reaſons are 


given, for not m— If fo: how could the 
Digenters agree to allow, and even require, that 


Presbytery to appear at the Bar of the Commiſſion 
in March, to give an Account of the Reaſons 
of their Conduct? how could hey, after hearing 
their Defences, propoſe the inflifting a /ozv Cenſure 
upon them? nay, how could they, in a Conſiſtency 


with the Sanction of the Commiſſion in November, 


propoſe the referring of the whole Affair to the 
General Aſſembly, without the Commiſſion's inflic- 
ting any Cenfure ? and inſiſt, upon that Propoſal, 
till it was determined againſt them by a Vote? 
VIE. As to the Men of the Commiſſion's 
acting inconſiſtently with the Sentence of the laſt 
Aſſembly, in the Caſe of the Presbytery of Lin- 
lithgow ; let it be obſerved, that Sentences of the 
General Aſſembly in particular Cauſes, are no ſtand- 


ing Rules of the Church: that other Aſſemblies, in 


like Caſes, have given very different Deciſions: and 
it was obvious to every one to obſerve; by 
how very ſmall a Number of Voices, in a very 
numerous and throng Meeting of the Aſſembly, that 
Vote to Cenſure the Presbytery of Linlithgow car- 
ried. And might it not appear to the Reverend 

11 Com- 
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tory, the Bighe? Sevtri 


Commiſſion, that, as they were a delegated Fuca 
Seve 55 86a nor ecome them, 
which might be reckoned becomitng the ſupreme - 


Court itſelf: bat that it became them tb exerciſe 


their delegated Power wich more Lelliiy and Gentle, 


of 


neſs? eſpecially, confidering, char they wert 


- 
F 


to anſwer for their Conduct, ner t6 the /, 
but to the enſuing Aﬀembly : and as it is no new 


Thing among us, that the Gulſe of our Aſſemblie 
alters a little; might they not imagine, they bad 
ſome Room to hope, that 701 Aﬀembly might find 
it juſt, or prudent, to incline to Lenny, in like 
"Caſes with thoſe, in which former Affemblies had 


Thown a leaning to Severity? 


And thus, we have pond through the heay 
Taſk, of making fome Remarks 'ofi the ſeyera 
Heads of the Reaſons of Diſſent : for the /a/? Head 
we thought it proper to conſider in the firſt Place. 
But, as we are ſenſible that the Strefs of the 
Argument, for never paſſing by azy Inftance of 
prnitting to obey, or execute the Sentence of a 
Superior, or the ſupreme Court, will be laid, 
by many, upon the Cogſegueuces of ſach Forbear- 
ance; we find ourſelves obliged to fay ſome Things 
to this Argument: tho? we are obliged to pick it 
up from broken Hints, ſeatterèd up and down this 
Performance of the Diſſenters. And  _ 

" 1. They are pleaſed to ſay (not in their Reaſons 
of Diſſent, but in a Marginal-note on Page 5th of 
their printed Copy) that * ro plead Conſcience, as 
6A Defence againſt the Cenſures of Eccleſiaſtical, 
or the Puniſhmenrs of Civil Society, is an Ab- 
« ſurdity in Government.“ The Compariſon ap- 
pears to us extremely wide, betwixt Ercleſtaſtical 
and Civi/ Government. As the End of Civil Go. 


FFC he i Re. io 
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vernment is the Preſervation of the outward Peace 


df Society; and its Obje is. the j, Aon 
of Men öny, and theſe confidered in the View of 


their being beneficial or hurtful to human Society; 


the Ends of that Government make it neceſfary to 


punich 2utward Actions of Men, that are buff 
to their Neighbours, or i Hturb the Peace of Society; 
without Regard, either to the Pretences by which 
they may be palliated, or the inward Principles 


from which they proceed. The Caſe, we appre- 


head, is quite otherwiſe, with reſpect to Eccleſia- 
ſtical Diſcipline and Cenſures: the Object of theſe 


| being the Actions of profeſſed Chriſtians, conſidered 


as Tranſgreſſions of the Laws. of Chriſt ; and the 
out End of them to reform the Mind, and pre- 
ſerve the Church a pure Society, in a religious 


Senſe; we mult think, that great Regard is to be 


had to Conſeience in the Exerciſe of them. The 
next Paſſage in 25 Note is, * We muſt either ad- 
* mit, that it [the Plea of Conſcience] can juitif 

e the Violation of #9 Law; or allow, that it will 
te jaſtify the Violation of every Law.” This we 


may well fuffer to ſtand, without any Remark; 


eſpecially, after what we have already ſaid, Page 29. 
And we can never allow, what they ſay “ that 
*« the Guilt or Innocence of pen T ranſgreſſors of 
* the Laws of Chriſt is known only to themſelves.” 
We readily allow, that, if the Plea of Conſcience 
is admitted, as a Defence from Cenſure, in any 
Caſes; fallible Judges, who cannot ſee into the 
Hearts of Men, may run the Hazard of admitting 


it, ſometimes, when it may be only a Pretence: 


but does it, therefore, follow, that it is ever to 


be admitted? We apprehend Lawyers would Jay, 
to this Point; abuſus j,, tollit uſum. Such is the 
unavoidable Frailty of 4% human Governments, 


Laws 


| " 
= = 4 
* * , v 9 ” * 
0 1 5 
» 7" 1 9 . 1 : 
$ "a 8 PE Ve CREPT 8 3 © 1 a © * F 
wag 4 K n N r * wad 1 x ny 1 "OO, To DOE ” "RR * * 88 * iy * 5 
5 St e 2 ; > 6A A 8 . s 2 My Se 2 gt * . * La 88 
* wt % — 1 , / __ : — . by . 
r 2 23 rm wen n * 8 7 2 


ar 
mm 0 05 gy en — _—_ 
* — a” T * 


TESTS 1 ties; hs * 
* . 
£ 


| * ; s. 7 


ra T7 „„I <5} Th I7GtE ien 22 
Laws and Rules; that a guilty, Man may eſcape + 


Puniſhment, by theſe very Methods and Precau- 


#:0ns,which are neceſſary to give 2 Man a fair Trial : 


for his Life, and to preſerye an innocent Man 
from being condemned io die: but, in anſwer to ſuch 


Difficuliies, it is commonly, and very juſtly ſaid, 


Perſons eſcape, than one inno- 


«« Better ten guilty 
cr. 


cc cent Perſon ſu 


». 4. - © | | | + 
But it is ſaid, Such Exerciſes of Lenity en- 


« courage Diſobedience to the Appointments of 
„ the Church.” Sure, the leſs Arbitrary A Rs 
are, in their Commands; the more ingenuous Minds 


muſt be encouraged to obey them, as far as Con- 
ſcience towards God allows: and as no Lenity is . 
pleaded for, but towards ſuch Tranſgreſſions of the 


Commandments of Men, as Perſons of known Inte- 
grity can lay their Hands on their Breaſts, and 
45 that after ſeriouſly weighing the Matter, 
they thought it ſinful in them to obey: exerciſing 
Lenity, in fuch Caſes, will only be giving no Di/- 
couragement.to Simplicity and godly Sincerity ; which 
will not, we hope, be reckoned an Evil ſo exceſ- 


fively abounding in our Day, as to want any ſevere 


Checks or Diſcquragements. 

Again, it is ſaid, © paſſing by ſuch Tranſgreſli- 
« ons, without. Cenſure, will ſhow the F/eakneſy 
« of our Church :“ But, we apprehend, it may 
be found; that, © nothing more effectually ſhows 


« FWeatneſs, in the Iſſue, than too ſtrong and 


« forward-'a Show of Power:“ If Church Ju- 
dicatories give Unneceflary, and Arbitrary Com- 
mands, and are forward to inflit Cenſures upon 
every Tranſgreſſion: if this brings them into an 


apprehended Neceſſity, after cenſuring the Diſo- 
bedience of a hard Command; to rerew the Com- 


mand, while the Diffcutties in the Way of obey= 


ing 


— ſn, no , , . 


ot to be removed: then, from leſer Cenſures, not 
raking the intended Effect, it may be reckoned a 


neceſſary Show of Power to proceed to greater; 


and fo on, till they go to the higheſt: may not 
this, in the Iſſue; bring a Number of Men, who 
have been uleful in, the Church, under a double 
Neceſſity; both of looking out for ſome Way of 
bein ful in-their Station, without the Reſtraint 
of Terms, which appear to them hard and iniquous; 
and of providing for themſelves and their Families, 
in a Way which then appears to them both lawful 
and neceſſary ? and may not all this, very naturally, 
iſue in /trengthning a Party, the Growth of which 
in Strengtb naturally weakens the eſtabliſhed 


Church, and hurts the Intereſts of Religion * | 


us? It ſhould ſeem, therefore, that the wiſeſt a 
moſt effectual Methods, of the Church's preſer- 
Ving and improving her Strength; and in the Iſſue 
ſhowing it; are to forbear giving arbitrary and 
unneceſſary Commands; to be cautious of beginning 
the Work of cenſuring, for Tranſgreſſions that might 
be quite overlooked, without any Harm either to 
the e of Religion, or the legal Conſtitution 
of the Church; to be ready to take the eaſieſt, and 
leaſt ſtraitning Methods of executing Sentences, 
which are apprehended neceſſary to be brought 
into Execution; and in fine, not to affect a Sh9xy of 
Infallibility ; or be aſhamed even of reverſing Sen- 
tences, which, after they are made, may be found 
hard and grievous. | 
But it is ſaid, It ſhows the Weakneſs of our 
Church Conſtitution, not to be able always to 
« bring the Sentences of its Judicatures into Exe- 
« cution in the moſt conſtitutional Way,” Why 
this may indeed ſhow, that our Conſtitution is not 
| Alt. 
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